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Kentucky and the Bluegrass region as 
a great place to do business, as well as 
an ideal location for conventions and 
tourism. It helped, of course, that 
American Pharoah did what no other 
thoroughbred had done in history—win 
not only the Triple Crown, but also the 
Grand Slam of thoroughbred racing 
going wire to wire in the Breeders’ Cup 
Classic at Keeneland Racecourse— 
Keeneland, of course, a key member of 
Commerce Lexington. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope that all of my 
colleagues will join me in congratu-
lating Commerce Lexington on achiev-
ing this national honor, and for their 
hard work to encourage jobs and eco-
nomic growth in central Kentucky and 
to share how special our city and our 
region are with the world—of course, 
Lexington, the world’s horse capital of 
the world. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MASTER 
FIREFIGHTER MICHAEL CURRY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in recognition of Master 
Firefighter Michael Curry, who passed 
away in the line of duty on Saturday, 
November 19, in Savannah, Georgia. 

Mr. Curry’s work as a firefighter al-
lowed him to do what he loved most— 
help people. On his last alarm as a fire-
fighter, he rescued seven people from 
the Savannah River after a ferry board-
ing platform collapsed. His 13 years of 
dedication to the Savannah community 
and the fire department shows in his 
numerous volunteer activities. 

He worked as an emergency medical 
responder, disaster search and rescue 
technician, swift water rescue techni-
cian, advanced rescue diver, and was 
involved in groups, including the Alee 
Temple, the Georgia Critical Incident 
Stress Foundation, and was the cub 
master for pack number 4102. 

Mr. Michael Curry is a true hero, who 
died in service to our community run-
ning toward an emergency while others 
sought out safety. 

I am heartbroken by this loss. Our 
community is heartbroken by this loss. 
I encourage everyone to keep the Curry 
family and first responders everywhere 
in your thoughts and prayers. 

RECOGNIZING DON LOGANA 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise today in recognition of Don 
Logana, a longtime reporter in the Sa-
vannah community, who passed away 
on Sunday, November 20. 

Mr. Logana joined the local Savan-
nah news station, WTOC, in 2004, and 
quickly became an integral part of the 
Savannah news scene and a familiar 
face in our homes. 
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His career began in Syracuse, New 
York, as an intern, but his talent for 
finding a story and bringing a unique 
point of view allowed him to quickly 
rise up the ranks. 

When he moved to Savannah, he be-
came the weekday morning anchor for 
WTOC’s ‘‘The News at Daybreak’’ and 
an investigative reporter who exposed 
consumer issues. A testament to his 
talent, Mr. Logana received multiple 
awards and was honored throughout his 
career, with the most recent being for 
the Best Local TV News Anchor 2016 by 
Connect Savannah. 

In addition to his news accomplish-
ments, Mr. Logana had a heart of gold 
and was constantly involved in the 
community. In 2011, he competed in 
‘‘Dancing with Savannah Stars,’’ rais-
ing the most money for abused and ne-
glected children. 

Mr. Logana’s colleagues describe him 
as a trusted friend to all and someone 
whose bright, loving personality will be 
deeply missed. 

Mr. Logana’s loss is felt by the whole 
Savannah community. I encourage ev-
eryone to keep the Logana family and 
WTOC Savannah in their thoughts and 
prayers. 
3RD INFANTRY DIVISION’S 99 YEARS OF SERVICE 
Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise to recognize the U.S. Army’s 
3rd Infantry Division and its 99 years of 
service to the United States Armed 
Forces. The 3rd ID has been located in 
coastal Georgia for the past 20 years; 
yet its amazing history dates back to 
1917. 

During World War I, the 3rd Infantry 
Division earned the name ‘‘Rock of the 
Marne’’ by pushing the Germans back 
across the Marne River and stopping 
their march to occupy the important 
allied city of Paris. The 3rd ID contin-
ued to fight the Germans at the Marne 
even as other units retreated. 

In 1943, during World War II, the 3rd 
ID was one of the few divisions to fight 
the Axis Powers on all European 
fronts. They fought in north Africa, 
Italy, France, Germany, and Austria. 
The 3rd ID even liberated half of 
French Morocco from the Nazi influ-
ence. 

Since the World Wars, the 3rd ID has 
continued to support America’s safety 
and freedom by fighting bravely in the 
Vietnam war, the Korean war, Oper-
ation Desert Storm, and the global war 
on terrorism. 

Thank you to the 3rd ID for your 
courage, your sacrifice, and your com-
mitment to our national security. 
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THE DEATH OF FIDEL CASTRO 
BRINGS AN OPPORTUNITY OF 
HOPE FOR CUBA 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
South Carolina (Mr. WILSON) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, last Friday began a new era 
for the people of Cuba. For too long, 
the murderous dictatorship of Fidel 
Castro has reduced one of Latin Amer-
ica’s wealthiest countries to mass pov-
erty in order to benefit the Communist 
elite and the military. 

A recent editorial in The Charleston 
Post and Courier stated: ‘‘Fidel, 

though he thrived on opposing the 
U.S., he was long subservient to an-
other superpower, the Soviet Union, 
until its welcome demise in 1991. He 
also was an enthusiastic proponent of 
the Soviets’ reckless decision to put 
weapons of mass destruction aimed at 
the U.S. in his country.’’ 

President-elect Trump has correctly 
reviewed: ‘‘It is my hope that today 
marks a move away from the horrors 
endured for too long, and toward a fu-
ture in which the wonderful Cuban peo-
ple finally live in the freedom they so 
richly deserve.’’ 

I have been inspired by the late Louis 
and Nena Gonda, who fled Cuba with 
their three daughters as all of their 
property was stolen. They told me 
about their daughters. They were told 
to pack for a 2-week visit to visit a 
sick aunt in New York. They went to a 
department store there in Cuba, and 
they bought suitcases. When they ar-
rived home, the secret police were al-
ready at the house. They asked them: 
What are you buying suitcases for? It 
was explained that they were buying 
suitcases to go visit a sick aunt in New 
York and that they would be returning 
in 2 weeks. 

They just didn’t have the heart to 
tell their children—their three young 
girls—that they would never return to 
their home, that they would never see 
their personal property. Their cars, the 
ones that now appear to be unique, are 
all stolen cars when you see the classic 
cars in Cuba. Everything that the fam-
ily owned was stolen by the Com-
munist government. 

They fled to West Columbia, South 
Carolina, where they worked hard to 
achieve the American Dream of ex-
traordinary economic success as neigh-
bors in my home County of Lexington, 
South Carolina. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops; 
and may the President, by his actions, 
never forget September the 11th in the 
global war on terrorism. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 49 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Loving and gracious God, we give 
You thanks for giving us another day. 

Help us this day to draw closer to 
You so that, with Your Spirit and 
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